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What’s Wrong with the
Weather?

The extremes in weather
worldwide have prompted
many to question if they are
mere happenstance—or

if there is something else
behind them.
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Hl OVERWHELMING RAIN: Vehicles
make their way along a flooded street in
Wauhan, in central China’s Hubei prov-
ince (July 21, 2010).
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H FRONT COVER: Pictured from left to right:
Justinian, Charlemagne, Otto the Great,
Charles V and Napoleon.
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Who Will Preserve Europe’s Life of Luxury?

Financial analysts, government officials and journalists
have no idea where Europe is headed. The voting popu-
lace has no idea where to turn. Yet history offers proof of
what is to come.
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North and South Korea

On the Brink of War?

Escalating tensions have heightened fears that armed
conflict between the two countries is fast approaching.
Page 7

Bullying in the Virtual World

Half of all U.S. children either perpetrate or experience
some form of electronic bullying. What effect is this hav-
ing on an entire generation?

Page 9

Sex — Right Purpose in a Wrong World!

The real meaning behind marriage and sex is beyond the
bounds of human imagination.

Page 14

The Truth About Smoking

Does the Bible condemn smoking or any use of tobacco
products? Since God does not specifically command,
“Thou shall not smoke or chew tobacco,” many conclude
that it is not a sin. Yet research has proven that it is
harmful to one’s health. What does the Bible say about
this?
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PERSONAL FROM

When Is a Christian
“Born Again”?

ANY SPEAK of having been “born again.”

Millions of Protestants and tens of mil-

lions of evangelicals think that after
becoming “believers” they have been “born
again.” Having no idea what the term actually
meant, they had been taught that “professing
Jesus” was a kind of “new birth”—that they were
in some mysterious way “born a second time.” It
next became their Christian duty to bring others
to this belief.

What does the Bible teach about this subject? And
what did Jesus really say about it? It is far from what
you have been taught. In this article, the truth about
being born again will be made absolutely PLAIN!
We will be thorough. And it will be impossible to
misunderstand.

Almost none take the time to examine—to prove—
what God’s Word says about being born again. If they
did, they would be stunned—astonished—at what they
found! In fact, this would apply to almost any Bible sub-
ject.

Most professing Christians assume the Bible says
what they have been told it says. They have been taught
that being “born again” occurs in this life, upon “receiv-
ing Jesus.” But this is NOT what the Bible teaches. “Born

again” has nothing whatsoever to do with “professing
Jesus”—or “just believing in your heart”—or “giving
your heart to the Lord”—or any so-called religious expe-
rience. This does not happen at conversion—but rather,
the Bible teaches that rebirth comes long after this initial
step in a new Christian’s life.

The popular concept of “born again” is based largely
on ignorance of God’s Word, coupled with outright silly
reasoning. Yet the deception that this one misunderstand-
ing presents is even more important when considering
how many other true doctrines fall like dominoes in its
wake. God’s purpose for man, that He is expanding His
Family, the true gospel, the kingdom of God, the mean-
ing of being sons of God, character development, the
pagan trinity doctrine, who is the antichrist—and many
more Bible teachings—become impossible to properly
understand.

Jesus taught, “Except a man be BORN AGAIN, he can-
not see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3). This makes
correct understanding of this subject vital. So few grasp
Jesus’ words. Consider them carefully. Note what is at
stake in just this single scripture. One’s ability to “see
God’s kingdom” hinges solely on whether he is “born
again.” Obviously, one had better comprehend the enor-
mous importance of how and when people are born
again!

When Jesus said “Except a man,” He left no room for
misunderstanding. Keep this simple. Remaining deceived
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about being born again makes sal-
vation impossible. I did not say
this—Jesus Christ did! Certainly,
when this occurs is inseparable from
properly understanding zow it hap-
pens or what it means. Also, if one
believes conversion allows a person
to “see the kingdom,” then he must
believe the kingdom is here now.
Thus it must be spread by individu-
als. Yet the Bible clearly teaches
otherwise!

First Things First—Basic Scriptures!

Of the 12 rules of Bible study, the
most crucial for proper doctrinal
understanding is to start with the
clearest scriptures on any subject.
There are several plain verses

about the born again doctrine that
introduce everything that follows.
Knowing and understanding them is
the only proper way to approach the
subject. The entire doctrine becomes
quite easy to learn when you keep
these few basic verses straight. Let’s
examine three before examining
Jesus’ “see the kingdom” statement.

First notice a startling scrip-
ture recorded by the apostle Paul.
Recognize that the Bible always
interprets itself—another great
rule of Bible study—and to always
accept what it says after it does.
Now notice: “[Christ] is the image
of the invisible God, the firsthorn
of every creature...and He is the
head of the Body, the Church: who
is the beginning, the firstborn from
the dead, that in all things He might
have the preeminence” (Col. 1:15,
18).

This is a big key to seeing when
one is born again. Jesus is firsthorn
FROM THE DEAD. Believe God, and
fix this phrase in your mind. One’s
new birth occurs affer death—and
involves returning from the dead.
Again, accept what the Bible says,
without adding to or subtracting
from it. The phrase “firstborn of
every creature” adds double empha-
sis to Paul’s statement—and the
meaning.

Some dismiss this verse as mere-
ly a title given to Christ—"Firstborn
from the dead.” This is silly—even
foolish—and in fact dishonest. It is
also easy to disprove!

Notice the phrase “who is the
beginning.” This alone proves Jesus’
Resurrection from the dead refers
to the order in time sequence that
this occurs. He is the “beginning”
of those others who will receive
eternal life at His Return—when
the resurrection of the dead occurs.
“Beginning” references who is first.
The next passage builds on and
helps explain this one.

Paul also recorded, “For whom
[God] did foreknow, He also did
predestinate to be conformed to the
image of His Son, that He [Jesus]
might be the firstborn among many
brethren” (Rom. 8:29). Grasp this!
God intends to have many sons—
Jesus’ brethren, born later in His
Plan. If one is designated as first,
others must follow, or first has no
meaning. It must include more later.
In the case of salvation, “many” will
follow. This is further proof “first-
born” has nothing to do with any
supposed title!

Jesus is not the only Son in
God’s Plan. More will follow Him
in the Resurrection. We saw He is
firstborn of every creature—the
other sons. These other brethren
are those converted over the last
2,000 years (with a few in the Old
Testament). These are called to
become younger brothers and sis-
ters with Jesus. If Jesus is firstborn,
all others would be “second-born,”
“third-born,” “hundredth-born,” and
so forth.

A second verse confirms when
Jesus was born again. The apostle
John recorded, “Jesus Christ, the
faithful witness, the firstborn from
the dead, and the ruler over the
kings of the earth” (Rev. 1:5 —
Young's Literal Translation).

Though the Authorized Version
(King James Version) translates this
as “first begotten,” virtually every

other translation renders it “firstborn
from the dead.”

These verses make absolutely
plain one is born from the dead at
the Resurrection. So then, only at
that point will—or can—anyone
“see the kingdom of God” (John
3:3).

Nicodemus Questions Christ

A series of verses in John 3 is
commonly misunderstood by
people who believe they can be
“born again” in this life, as physi-
cal human beings, and, therefore,
somehow “see God’s kingdom.”
This misconception causes so much
unnecessary controversy and confu-
sion.

In this account, Nicodemus
questioned Jesus, who answered,
“Except a man be born again, he
cannot see the kingdom of God”
(John 3:3). Confused, Nicodemus
replied, “How can a man be born
when he is old? Can he enter
the second time into his moth-
er’s womb, and be born? Jesus
answered...Except a man be born
of water [the first physical, human
birth, but can also refer to bap-
tism] and of the Spirit [later, at the
Resurrection], he CANNOT ENTER
INTO the kingdom of God” (John
3:4-5). To see and enter God’s
kingdom, you must become spirit.
This will be clear. But people are
physical. Entering the kingdom is
impossible for them, because scrip-
ture states, “flesh and blood CANNOT
INHERIT the kingdom of God” (I Cor.
15:50)!

While Nicodemus knew exactly
what being born meant, he was
confused about how it could hap-
pen again—a second time. This is
why he asked about re-entering his
mother’s womb. But ministers and
religious leaders today are deceived
and confused in a different way.
They claim born again has nothing
to do with an actual birth—that it is

Please see PERSONAL, page 20
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N THE WAKE of the crippling

Greek financial crisis that

turned into a $1 trillion bailout,
European officials seem to have
found only one answer: severe
and substantial budget cuts.

News of this solution grates
on the ears of European citizens,
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BY MARK P. DENEE
with nearly two generations having
grown up on sweeping government
programs, universal healthcare and
low retirement ages, along with
much-beloved pension plans.

As the crisis deepens, there is little
time to wean the public from the gov-
ernment handouts they have come to
expect—and even demand. But offi-
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cials acrgs"sh fifurope increasingly have
no choice, despite the public ire each
budget cut draws.

Germany: Officials unveiled plans
for $104.4 billion in budget cuts and
new taxes over the next four years.
Only days later, tens of thousands
protested against the biggest cutbacks
since World War II.
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Greece: Greek officials presented
their third round of austerity mea-
sures, including retirement reform,
pension reform (with a 30 percent cut
to public sector bonuses), new taxes on
fuel, electricity, alcohol and gambling,
and a freeze on public spending. The
declaration renewed continuous gen-
eral strikes and protests by civil and
government service employees. The
strikes, many of which are violent,
have disrupted or completely halted
air and ground transportation and other
government services.

France: Officials raised the retire-
ment age and reformed pensions,
instilling a three-year public spending
freeze. In response, labor unions orga-
nized widespread strikes that delayed
flights, closed schools and disrupted
commuters.

Portugal: = The  government
announced public spending and
pension reforms, cuts in unemploy-
ment benefits and increased taxes.
Portuguese workers responded with a
trade union strike.

Spain: Officials reduced state
investments, imposed labor market
and pension reforms, increased taxes
on corporate profits exceeding $2.6
million (including bankers’ bonuses)
and plan to raise the retirement age
from 65 to 67. In response, the opposi-
tion party called for Prime Minister
Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatero—
whose popularity has plummeted to
26 percent—to step down, dissolve
Parliament and call an early general
election ahead of the one scheduled
for 2012. Approximately 300,000
unionized workers are prepared for
a countrywide general strike in late
September, which would shut down
cities.

European politicians are in a bind.
They must keep their governments
solvent or their nations will flounder.
But they also must satisfy the pub-
lic’s desire to keep expensive govern-
ment programs or lose their jobs come
the next election. Violent civil unrest
looms.

This seems an impossible feat! Yet
Europe has weathered times such as
these before, and its history reveals
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a repeated pattern during
such periods. Following
this historical track record,
Europeans will soon look to
anyone able to deliver what
they want.

What the People Desire

It seems the populace wants the
best of all worlds. Someone
who can do it all—keep the
eurozone together, protect
their shorter work weeks,
ensure early retirement £
ages and provide the high ,.(E_:..
standard of living those N
in the European Union
have come to expect. Someone who
can secure their social programs and
pensions. They want someone who can
step in and take charge.

To accomplish this, one leader
would have to quickly seize sweep-
ing amounts of centralized power. He
would have to control the social, polit-
ical and military powers of Europe.
He would have to unite the continent
in a way not seen since the EU’s
inception.

Does this sound unbelievable? It
should not. This is what Europe has
always done. Throughout the centuries,
the continent has surrendered its power
to one man—one who can ensure they
continue to live comfortably.

One of the first times Europe
relied on a dynamic figure to protect
their lifestyles was during the Roman
Empire. Constantine united the people
under one religion and ruled as an
unchallenged emperor. By AD 321,
Constantine established Sunday as part
of the official state religion, thus legiti-
mizing the various traditions attached
to that day.

Under his watch, the empire enjoyed
continual wealth and abundance.
Edward Gibbon’s The History of the
Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire
describes the empire at that time, when
the capital of Constantinople “enjoyed,
within their spacious enclosure, every
production which could supply the
wants or gratify the luxury of its
numerous inhabitants. The sea-coasts
of Thrace and Bithynia...still exhibit
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a rich prospect of vine-
yards, of gardens, and
of plentiful harvests;
and the Propontis has
ever been renowned for
an inexhaustible store of
the most exquisite fish,
that are taken in their
stated seasons, without
skill, and almost with-
out labor.”

In short, with

Constantine, the peo-
ple had anything they
wanted to gratify their
desires.

But since then this
has happened time and again. Europe
emerged from a “transition” period
under the Germanic tribes of the
Vandals, Heruli and Ostrogoths as a
disunited kingdom.

In AD 554, Justinian routed the
Ostrogoths and reconstituted the
empire as the Holy Roman Empire—
nearly restoring the size and grandeur
of its land holdings to that of the
original empire.

The examples do not end there.
While some historians paint the life
of the common person as harsh under
Holy Roman Emperor Charlemagne,
others record that he used his expansive
power for “increased royal concern
for the helpless, continued efforts to
strengthen royal administration, active
diplomacy, the maintenance of reli-
gious reform, and support of cultural
renewal” (Encyclopaedia Britannica).
In the end, because his thinking on a
politically unified continent has influ-
enced European ambitions for cen-
turies, Charlemagne has come to be
known as the “Father of Europe.”

Otto the Great came next, crowned
emperor in AD 962. His cultural
reforms and use of the Roman Church
to achieve peace made a secure empire.

He was followed by the Hapsburg
dynasty of Charles V in AD 1520, and
Napoleon’s reign, which began with
his crowning in 1805. Both times,
Europe again had emperors.

The most recent resurgence of
the Holy Roman Empire began when
Giuseppe Garibaldi united Italy in

8
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1870, which culminated in the defeat
of Adolf Hitler and Benito Mussolini
in 1945,

In every case, one man took the
reins of the continent, often backed
by the Roman Catholic Church. For
varying reasons, that one man took
power and unified Europe—some-
times to horrific ends, as with Hitler
and Mussolini.

Yet the pattern is undeniable. Time
and again, Europe united under one
man. Often, the man was a dicta-
tor, such as Napoleon, but the conti-
nent always turned to these men, who
secured freedoms and brought stability
to European life.

History Written in Advance

The word “empire”
brings unease to many
in the EU—with
images of Hitler’s
Third Reich still
ingrained in the
public mind. And
most in Europe
have little inter-
est in sweeping
socio-political-
religious unity.
They are, after
all, a group of
many different
peoples, with differ-
ent languages and tra-
ditions. They have also
become accustomed to
great freedoms.

Be careful, however, of dismissing
this “emperor” scenario as an impos-
sibility today. History repeats itself,
especially if those involved believe
such things can never happen again.

Most Europeans are not prepared—
and do not want—to live with less.
As we have already seen, they will do
whatever it takes to maintain their stan-
dard of living. One only has to look to
the riots in response to proposed bud-
get cuts that threaten the programs they
have come to view as “rights.”

They want what Constantine gave
to Europe—a government that can
“supply the wants or gratify the luxury
of its numerous inhabitants” with “rich

AUGUST 2010

prospect of vineyards, of gardens, and
of plentiful harvests.” They want lives
of comfort and normalcy.

The annals of history show where
Europe is headed. Yet the Holy Roman
Empire came much later than other
great, unifying powers. Conditions in
these ancient kingdoms mirror the life-
styles desired in Europe today.

Perhaps the first notable example is
Babylon under King Nebuchadnezzar
II, known for his military might and
the splendor of his capital, Babylon—
which was home to the fabled hanging
gardens, one of the seven wonders of
the ancient world.

This is the same King
Nebuchadnezzar of the biblical book
of Daniel. In the account, the king
dreamed of a statue: “This image’s
head was of fine gold, his breast and
his arms of silver, his belly and his
thighs of brass, his legs of iron, his
feet part of iron and part of clay” (Dan.
2:32-33).

This ambiguous dream made the
king furious, and he was prepared to
kill every wise man in the kingdom
until he had an answer (Dan. 2:12).
Yet this vision, and its interpretation
by Daniel, is more important than you
might know! It offers absolute proof of
where to look to understand Europe’s
future.

Place your Bible next to the record
of history. Nebuchadnezzar’s dream
accurately foretold a number of suc-
cessive empires. Read Daniel 2:37:
“You, O king [Nebuchadnezzar], are
a king of kings: for the God of heaven
has given you a kingdom, power, and
strength, and glory.” Verse 38 adds,
“You are this head of gold.”

The Bible has just interpreted itself.
Nebuchadnezzar and Babylon repre-
sent the first kingdom.

Verses 39-40 go on to describe
three successive kingdoms that
would follow Babylon. Here is how
they are described: “And after you
[Nebuchadnezzar] shall arise another
kingdom [of silver] inferior to you,
and another third kingdom of brass,
which shall bear rule over all the
earth. And the fourth kingdom shall be
strong as iron.”

Each part represents, and foretold
of, a major empire. Again, the first,
which was the head of gold, was
Nebuchadnezzar’s own Babylonian or
Chaldean Empire (625-539 BC). The
silver chest and arms represent the
second kingdom, the Medo-Persian
Empire (558-330 BC). The belly and
thighs of brass represent the third, the
Grecian or Greco-Macedonian Empire
(333-31 BC), ruled by Alexander the
Great.

Finally, the fourth kingdom, depict-
ed by the lower legs of iron, with feet
and toes of iron mixed with clay, is the
Roman Empire, with its succession
of historic resurrections. These were
the empires detailed above—from
Justinian all the way to Mussolini.

Realize what you just read! Each
of these empires were foretold centu-
ries in advance of their arrival on the
world scene. This makes the account
in Daniel history written in advance,
or Bible prophecy. These verses are
one of the many proofs that validate
the truth and accuracy of God’s Word.
(To learn more, read Bible Authority...
Can It Be Proven?)

The validity of the Bible is essen-
tial to understanding the exact future
of Europe today.

Lives of Luxury

While each of the successive resurrec-
tions of the Holy Roman Empire hear-
kens back to the original empire, the
Holy Roman Empire is also likened to
Babylon in the Bible. This clue reveals
what is to come for Europe.

Revelation 18:16 describes a “great
city”—revealed to be Babylon in verse
2—*“that was clothed in fine linen, and
purple, and scarlet, and decked with
gold, and precious stones, and pearls!”

When Europe unites under one
political authority once again, the
result will be economic security and
lives of comfort and abundance.

Note how Europe is described in
the rest of chapter 18:

B Verse 3: “the merchants of the
earth are waxed rich through the abun-
dance of her delicacies”™—the entire
world will benefit from this economic
powerhouse.



W Verses 12-13: “The merchan-
dise of gold, and silver, and precious
stones, and of pearls, and fine linen,
and purple, and silk, and scarlet, and
all thyine wood, and all manner ves-
sels of ivory, and all manner vessels
of most precious wood, and of brass,
and iron, and marble, and cinnamon,
and odors, and ointments, and frankin-
cense, and wine, and oil, and fine flour,
and wheat, and beasts, and sheep, and
horses, and chariots...”

B Verse 19: “that great city, where-
in were made rich all that had
ships in the sea by reason of her
costliness!”

These verses could eas-
describe  the times
Nebuchadnezzar  and

Constantine—but  this  is

Europe’s future! Under the

coming ruler, Europeans will

live “deliciously” (vs. 7), which

is better translated “luxurious-

ily
of

Details in Revelation 18
reveal why Europe will give
power to one man: he will bring
material riches. The coming res-
urrection of the Roman Empire
will bring peace, stability—
LUXURY! The masses will be on
board with this new socio-politi-
cal-military system. In fact, con-
ditions in Europe will be better
than at any point in its history.

Yet there is a problem.

This way of life comes with a
cost. Think back to Constantine, when
he abolished the Sabbath in favor of
Sunday. Europe has followed suit ever
since.

Living deliciously could be
summed up another way—Iliving cov-
etously. Just look at the fruits of the
lives of many in modern Europe: teen-
agers riot because they do not want to
work past age 55—Iloose sex leads to
unwanted pregnancies, and often abor-
tions—sexual perversions—and out of
control drug use.

God sums this up in Revelation
18:5: “For her sins have reached unto
heaven, and God has remembered her
iniquities.” As a result, “Therefore
shall her plagues come in one day,

death, and mourning, and famine; and
she shall be utterly burned with fire:
for strong is the Lord God who judges
her” (Rev. 18:8).

Despite the best efforts, Europe—
and any man chosen to rule over
it—will fail to bring the lasting peace
and abundant living so many desire.
When Europe crumbles, everyone will
bemoan its destruction. Why? Not
because the system has crumbled, but
because they are no longer able to pur-
sue unbridled lives of luxury.

The coming
resurrection of the

Roman Empire will
b bring peace, stability—
LUXURY! The masses
will be on board with
this new socio-political-

military system.

“[The people] cried when they saw
the smoke of her burning, saying,
What city is like unto this great city!
And they cast dust on their heads, and
cried, weeping and wailing, saying,
Alas, alas, that great city, wherein were
made rich all that had ships in the sea
by reason of her costliness! For in
one hour is she made desolate” (Rev.
18:18-19).

“And the voice of harpers, and
musicians, and of pipers, and trum-
peters [referencing the fine arts of
Europe] shall be heard no more at all
in you; and no craftsman, of whatsoev-
er craft he be, shall be found anymore
in you; and the sound of a millstone
will be heard no more at all in you;
and the light of a candle shall shine no

more at all in you; and the voice of the
bridegroom and of the bride will be
heard no more at all in you: for your
merchants were the great men of the
earth” (vs. 22-23).

However, God is merciful and the
punishment will not continue without
end: “And a mighty angel took up a
stone like a great millstone, and cast
it into the sea, saying, Thus with vio-
lence will that great city Babylon be
thrown down, and will be found no
more at all” (vs. 21).

This signals the end of the
Roman/Babylonish system.

True Abundance

Who, then, can Europeans rely
on to bring true and lasting safety
and abundance?

Return once again to the
statue of Daniel 2. After Daniel
describes the image of gold, sil-
ver, bronze and iron, with feet
of iron mixed with clay, he men-
tions “a stone was cut out without
hands.”

This stone came down and
“smote the image upon his feet
that were of iron and clay, and
broke them to pieces” (Dan.
2:34).

Here is the ultimate end of
these systems—and the lifestyles
they brought: “Then was the iron,
the clay, the brass, the silver,
and the gold, broken to pieces
together, and became like the chaff of
the summer threshing floors; and the
wind carried them away, that no place
was found for them: and the stone
that smote the image became a great
mountain, and filled the whole earth”
(vs. 35).

The demise of these systems will
usher in another, very different king-
dom—the kingdom of God!

Led by Jesus Christ—who is the
“stone cut out of the mountain with-
out hands”—this kingdom will bring
true and everlasting peace and pros-
perity to the entire world. Notice
what Christ said during His earthly
ministry—and what He will one day

Please see LUXURY, page 19
The REAL TRUTH
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North

and South Korea

On the Brink of War?

H OPEN SEAS: U.S. Navy and South Korean ships sail in a 13-ship formation led by the Los Angeles-class attack submarine, the USS
Tucson, in the East Sea off the Korean peninsula (July 26, 2010).

PHOTO: MASS COMMUNICATION SPECIALIST 3RD CLASS ADAM K. THOMAS/U.S. NAVY VIA GETTY IMAGES

Escalating tensions have heightened fears that armed conflict between
the two countries is fast approaching.

INCE THE ALLEGED MARCH
2010 sinking of a South
Korean warship by a North
Korean submarine in disputed
waters, tensions between these
countries have continued to esca-
late—with war now a possibility.
Shortly after the incident, a
five-nation investigation team
examined the recovered wreckage
of the corvette-class cruiser, the
Cheonan, and concluded that a
North Korean torpedo caused its
demise.
“South Korea’s president, Lee
Myung-bak, issued a sterner-than-
expected response to an international

BY GERHARD J. COETZER

probe which found the North guilty
of firing a fatal torpedo that sank one
of South Korea’s warships and killed
46 of its sailors,” The Economist
reported. “He strengthened trade
restrictions on the North and closed
off South Korea’s sea-lanes to North
Korean vessels.”

In the wake of the possibility of
war between the two Koreas, the
United Nations Security Council
stopped short of accusing the North
of the attack, instead urging both
sides to remain calm.

South Korean officials main-
tain that evidence of the sinking
is based on intact components of
a North Korean torpedo recovered
near the location of the incident. But

the attack was harshly denounced
by North Korea’s United Nations
Ambassador Sin Son Ho, who
accused the South Korean govern-
ment of fabricating the results of
the multinational investigation, and
threatened military action if further
accusations or retaliation occurred.

The North Korean government
also demanded access to the wreck-
age site to conduct its own inves-
tigation, but South Korea denied
permission.

War between North and South
Korea would inevitably force their
protective allies, China and America,
to become involved.

China is North Korea’s most val-
ued trading partner and its largest
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supplier of food, arms and fuel. It
has been instrumental in buffering
the North from harsh economic sanc-
tions to prevent a regime collapse
that could send millions of refugees
across its own 800-mile border.

The United States, however,
identifies more with South Korea.
Washington originally allied with
the southern nation to fight com-
munist expansion in Asia, but over
time, the alliance grew to include
a Mutual Security and Free Trade
agreement as well as a military
deterrent against the North.

To show their solidarity with
South Korea, following the torpedo
attack, the United States launched
the largest four-day joint military
exercise since 1976, which included
participation from more than 8,000
servicemen, one Nimitz-class air-
craft carrier and hundreds of air-

craft. It was the first of a number
of military exercises to occur in the
area.

North Korean officials consider
the exercises proof that the United
States and South Korea are planning
an invasion, according to an article
by The Associated Press.

“The U.S. strengthening military
moves on and around the Korean
Peninsula is nothing but a premedi-
tated maneuver to realize its hostile
policy aimed at militarily stifling our
republic,” the North Korean news-
paper said in a commentary carried
by the official Korean Central News
Agency.

“Under the current tense situa-
tion, the nuclear deterrent force of
our republic effectively contributes to
guaranteeing peace and safety of our
republic...(We) will make every effort
to solidify our self-defense force.”

Bl SHOW OF SOLIDARITY: The U.S. Navy and South Korea conduct combined alliance
maritime and air readiness exercises in the seas east of the Korean peninsula (July 26,

2010).

PHOTO: MASS COMMUNICATION SPECIALIST 3RD CLASS ADAM K. THOMAS/U.S. NAVY VIA GETTY IMAGES
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Fragile Relations

Less economically stable than its
southern neighbor, North Korea has
depended on the South for much
of its basic needs, including food.
In the past, under what was called
the “Sunshine Policy,” South Korea
willingly helped the North, hoping
that the nation’s attitude and hostility
would thaw and the republic would
become more willing to cooperate
with them.

But that changed after the cur-
rent government under Mr. Lee took
power. Aid to South Korea’s north-
ern neighbor became contingent
upon their denuclearization.

“The level of threat is higher
than before,” Kim Tae-woo, Korean
Institute for Defense Analyses vice
president told The Christian Science
Monitor. “[North Korea is] threaten-
ing another provocation by possibly
test-firing a short-range missile or
attacking South Korean navy ships.”

Tensions between the two coun-
tries are not new. The hostile stand-
off between North and South Korea
has continued to worsen in the 40
years since the Korean peninsula
split in two. In post-war 1945, the
Soviets occupied the northern half
of the Korean peninsula, leaving the
south occupied by the United States.

Both sides claimed sovereign
rule—Ileading to the Korean War in
1950. The war ended only with an
armistice agreement in 1953, with
neither side having signed an offi-
cial treaty—technically leaving both
sides still at war.

“If anything, the military provo-
cation by all sides demonstrates

. the frailty of the Korean armistice

agreement, which was signed by
North Korea, China and the United
States on July 27, 1953, a New

' York Times article stated. “It shows

how much the absence of a peace
treaty could trigger another war,
not just between the two Koreas,
but between the United States and
China.” O
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Half of all U.S. children
either perpetrate or

experience some form of

electronic bullying. What
effect is this having on
an entire generation?

BY MARK A.

(44 O THIS DAY, Debra John-
T ston doesn’t know how
her son became a target.

“Jeffrey was popular,” she says.
‘He was admired.” An honor student
at Trafalgar Middle School, in Cape
Coral, Florida, Jeffrey worked as
an office aide and even led a group
of students in designing their own
computer game. So maybe it was
jealousy that prompted the barrage
of malicious e-mail messages and
Web site postings about Jeffrey
from fellow students.

“Whatever the cause, this online
harassment—known as cyberbully-
ing—had a deadly effect. Sometime
before dawn on June 29, 2005, the
15-year-old eighth grader hanged him-
self” (Consumer Health Interactive).

John Halligan’s 13-year-old son,
Ryan, suffered the same form of taunt-
ing. After being bullied for months
at school and ridiculed by a group
of girls online, the Vermont native
hanged himself while his father was
away on a business trip.

In Australia, The Australian
Associated Press reported that
14-year-old Alex Wildman was beaten
up twice at school and bullied online.
One of his attackers wrote, “I’'m only
gonna keep bashing him til he learns.”
By the end of that month, he commit-
ted suicide.

Even though bullying existed in
schools long before the proliferation

SHARPE

of the Internet or cellphones, attacks
by those bullies were limited to a rela-
tively small group of friends or class-
mates—and hardly ever went beyond
school gates.

AUGUST 2010
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But bullying in those circum-
stances would rarely drive someone
to the point of suicide. In most every
instance, the perpetrator could be eas-
ily identified, and corrective measures
could be taken by a parent or school
administrator.

Not so in the 21st century. Tech-
savvy children have resorted to
advanced methods of bullying, such
as using social networking sites, blogs
and text messages to attack their vic-
tims—with devastating results.

“Bullying has entered the digital
age,” Pew Research Center reported.
“The impulses behind it are the same,
but the effect is magnified. In the past,
the materials of bullying would have
been whispered, shouted or passed
around. Now, with a few clicks, a
photo, video or a conversation can be
shared with hundreds via email or mil-
lions through a website, online profile
or blog posting.”

According to recent statistics, more
than half of all U.S. children have either
experienced or participated in some
form of electronic bullying—with the
resulting level of associated suicides
becoming shockingly common.

What has created a generation of
children capable of such cruelty?

Evolving Methods

The Internet and cellphones allow
mass communication to occur almost

instantaneously, and children are
masters of these technologies. Yet,
instead of using these inventions to
have wholesome conversations, many
use them to attack, vilify, hurt and iso-
late others—or to loudly trumpet their
peers’ mistakes.

Phil Fogelman, Anti-Defamation
League education director, told the
Rutland Herald that cyberbullying is
even more hurtful than face-to-face
bullying because it can occur 24 hours
a day, seven days a week.

““The impact can be much more
devastating socially and emotionally
because it stays with the individual
wherever he or she goes. It’s every-
where,” said Fogelman. ‘You can’t just
shut the computer off because everyone
can access those videos or pictures.’”

Along with the nature of bully-
ing, the traditional profile of the bully
itself has changed, making it almost
impossible to identify a perpetrator.
No longer is he an aggressive person
at school who carries out physical
attacks. It just may be that “sweet little
girl” living next door.

Experts say the ability to secretly
bully hits at human nature’s tendency
toward selfishness, particularly during
a child’s early teen years. Even so-
called “good” children, who aspire to
feel accepted by their peers, will read-
ily single out and gang up on individu-
als not considered part of their social

PHOTOS: (LEFT, RIGHT) ISTOCKPHOTO.COM; (MIDDLE) CANSTOCKPHOTO.COM

group, especially if they feel their own
status may be threatened.

Yet the devastating effects of these
obliviously taken actions can result in
deadly consequences.

Such was almost the case of
Brittany Jordan, who felt rejected to
the point where she contemplated sui-
cide. A 17-year-old cyberbullying vic-
tim, the teenager told the hosts of 7The
Early Show that she thought suicide
was the only option because she had
been put down so much.

“I thought that it was just the only
thing I could do to get away from all of
the hurt and pain,” she said.

Absent Values

Through the Internet and modern trans-
portation, information exchange is tak-
ing place at an unprecedented pace.
Children without the proper decorum
find themselves at the forefront of this
environment. And young people who
have not been taught a general level
of respect for other human beings will
misuse these powerful tools.

Parents now provide cellphones to
young children with the intention of
staying in touch and ensuring their
safety. But these parents may be
unaware that some cellphones also
allow children unsupervised access
to the Internet. This enables them to
view content that might normally be
restricted on a family computer.




General disrespect for parents has
now moved into cyberspace. Children
are known to post videos where they
lambaste their parents online. Such
terrible behavior was unheard of, in
fact almost impossible, just a decade
ago.

The Web also allows a level of
deceit never before possible. Children
can lead alternate virtual lives, which
are usually shot full of interests and
activities of which their parents dis-
approve without their knowledge.
This was reported by the Frontline
documentary, “Growing Up Online”:
“Jessica...was a shy and awkward
girl who struggled to make friends at
school. Then, at age 14, she reinvented
herself online as...a goth artist and
model. She posted provocative photos
of herself on the Web and fast devel-
oped a cult following.”

“I just became this whole different
person,” she said. “I didn’t feel like
myself, but I liked the fact that I didn’t
feel like myself. 1 felt like someone
completely different. I felt like T was
famous.’”

Children posting nasty electronic
messages, biting words and hateful
speech prompts the question: Where
are their parents?

This Generation Foretold

While many dismiss it as Hebrew
literature, the Bible foretold the arriv-

al of this generation. The book of
Proverbs states that in the last days,
there will be a “generation that curses
their father, and does not bless their
mother. There is a generation that are
pure in their own eyes, and yet is not
washed from their filthiness. There
is a generation, O how lofty are their
eyes! And their eyelids are lifted up.
There is a generation, whose teeth
are as swords, and their jaw teeth as
knives, to devour the poor from off
the earth, and the needy from among
men” (30:11-14). (To better under-
stand the troubling times we are now
living in, read the booklet Are These
the Last Days?)

Accordingto Strong s Concordance,
“poor” in the above passage means
“depressed, in mind or circumstances”
in the Hebrew.

How true this is of the society
we live in—a society in which more
than 1,500 online users watched live
as a 19-year-old contemplating sui-
cide took his life by overdosing on
drugs—in which “trolling” or post-
ing mean-spirited messages about a
deceased person to inflict pain on
family members left behind is com-
mon—and where more than 15 percent
of teenagers in grades seven through
12 believe they will not live long, with
many now believing the only reason
they were put on Earth is to live a
short, miserable life—and then die!

)ldren posting nasty electronic messages,

Truly, society has “begotten strange
children,” as stated in Hosea 5:7.

In a 2007 Real Truth Personal
titled “Rearing Children in the Modern
Age,” Editor-in-Chief David C. Pack
addressed this generation: “So many
children and teenagers today have
become hopeless, with no hint, inkling
or clue of why they are alive, and
whether there is a PURPOSE for human
existence. Just observing their faces
in a crowd reveals this much. They
can see that world conditions grow
ever worse, with the news of each day
seemingly worse than the day before,
and the problems each day becoming
worse and greater in number than the
day before.

“The result of all this is that the
vast majority of children and teenagers
today simply tune out the confusion
and emptiness of religion, the division
and ineffectiveness of government, the
evils and troubles plaguing schools
and education, the complex economic
forces at work in the modern world and
the breakdown of the family, which
increasingly often includes their own.
This leads them to select from—more
like back into—a variety of different
means of escape: drugs, alcohol, sex,
gambling, endless parties, and mind-
less, gratuitous entertainment, among
others—to occupy themselves. In turn,
this leads to a whole host of problems
which are overwhelming society, and
parents as well.

“Your children will be—and maybe
already are—tempted to turn off, give
up and drop out if you are not unceas-
ingly vigilant in your responsibility
to keep them in the belief that they
can HAVE A FUTURE, and that it can be
wonderful beyond belief, if they are
carefully building it step by step under
your guidance!”

Although cyberbullying is becom-
ing common, it need
not affect your fam-
ily. For more about
how to rear chil-
dren in the modern
age, read David C.
Pack’s book Train
Your Children God's
Way. O
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Whats Wrong with the W

The extremes in weather worldwide have prompted many
to question if they are mere happenstance—or if there is

something else behind them.

USSIA DECLARED a state of
emergency in 27 drought-
stricken regions around
Moscow as wildfires burned un-
controllably during what officials
consider the hottest season in 130
years. Monsoon rains in Pakistan
and Afghanistan caused the worst
flooding since 1929, killing more
than 1,500 people in Pakistan
alone, with many hundreds more
missing. (See our World News
Desk report in this issue, “Pakistan
Flooding Kills Over 1,500.”) Chi-
na has also seen massive flooding,
which killed more than 900 people,
collapsed numerous bridges and
buildings, and left 30,000 trapped.
Additionally, the United States
saw a summer of 100-plus degree
temperatures, violent tornadoes
and intense flooding, which killed
greater numbers than in previous
years.

12

It appears nature is exploding with
more violent weather—droughts, floods,
hurricanes, tornadoes, storms and forest
fires. Indeed, the last two decades have
produced a greater amount of severe
weather events than any other period
since records began in 1880.

What is going on?

Worst Ever

Every week, there are more reports
about the “hottest summer ever” or the
“most flooding ever,” or the “worst
fires ever.” Consider just some of the
headlines worldwide: “July Falls Just
Short of Setting Heat Record,” “Russia
Lowers Grain Forecast Amid Fires,”
“Converging Weather Patterns Caused
Last Winter’s Huge Snows in U.S.)”
“Argentina Colder Than Antarctica
Spurs Record Power Imports, Shuts
Plants,” “West Australia Wheat Crop
Suffers From Little Rain, Farmers Say,”
“India Rainfall 38% Above Normal
Last Week, Weather Bureau Says.”
Then there were the heavy rains
that caused the Maquoketa River and

nine-mile Lake Delhi in Towa to swell
to unprecedented levels. This resulted
in a 92-year-old reservoir dam burst-
ing, which drained the entire lake, and
caused millions of dollars of damage
downstream. More than 900 condo
owners, who once owned lakefront
property, were left speechless as they
watched the entire lake disappear
before their eyes—and with it, mil-
lions of dollars worth of property
value.

“By Sunday afternoon, the shore
of the lake was a steep cliff leading
down to mud flats, then a thin chan-
nel of running river water,” The Des
Moines Register reported. “The air
reeked of rotting fish. Lawns were
muddy messes, laden with soaked
furniture, carpet, drywall, insula-
tion, mattresses and other housechold
goods.”

Even more unstable weather is
expected with the arrival of the Pacific
pattern El Nino, which often brings
with it wet fall weather that saturates
the ground and results in flooding in
various places and droughts in others.

“...A strong El Nino plays havoc
with weather from Indonesia to
the Atlantic, but in different ways.
Indonesia gets unusually dry weather,

The REAL TRUTH



B DESTRUCTIVE WEATHER: Far left, a woman looks at buildings damaged by a flood-triggered landslide in the southwest Sichuan province
of China (July 27, 2010). Middle left, grass burns in a woodland some 130 kilometers from Moscow (July 31, 2010). Middle right, a damaged
home partially stands after a tornado hit the area around Millbury, Ohio (June 6, 2010). Far right, cars make their way through the flooded Long
Beach Freeway in Long Beach, California (Jan. 19, 2010).

PHOTOS: (FAR LEFT ) STR/AFP/GETTY IMAGES, (MIDDLE LEFT) ANDREY SMIRNOV/AFP/GETTY IMAGES, (MIDDLE RIGHT) J.D. POOLEY/GETTY IMAGES, (FAR RIGHT) KEVORK

DJANSEZIAN/GETTY IMAGES

and in fact fires in parts of Indonesia
have been frequent recently. Peru, on
the west coast of South America, tends
to get what California gets—flooding
rains,” National Public Radio reported.

Although natural disasters have
caused erratic weather patterns
throughout history, the exact reason
many of them occur still puzzles scien-
tists. Storm-chasers do not understand
why certain thunderstorms form twist-
ers while others do not. Forecasters
cannot predict where flash flooding
will occur until it has already swept
away victims. Nor can meteorologists
accurately explain why one day will be
cloudier than another.

What are they missing?

No Coincidence

While meteorologists, climatologists
and scientists can understand when
conditions are ripe for a disaster, they
do not understand the reason such
erratic weather patterns occur. These
brilliant scholars fail to recognize
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that there is a greater power behind
Earth’s unstable weather patterns.

Throughout the centuries, God has
used the weather to get man’s atten-
tion. He has protected and punished
His people by controlling and guiding
the weather. When His people please
Him, He uses weather to bless, pro-
tect and save them. When their ways
displease Him, He uses the elements
as punishment.

The Bible foretold long ago that
natural disasters would intensify just
prior to the Return of Jesus Christ:
“For nation shall rise against nation,
and kingdom against kingdom: and
there shall be famines, and pesti-
lences, and earthquakes, in diverse
places” (Matt. 24:7).

We are now under a curse because
our cities are filled with hatred, pover-
ty, violence, riots, crime, pornography
and pollution. For that, our farmlands
are cursed with drought, floods, insects
and disease. The soil is losing the
ability to produce healthy food due to

harmful chemicals, and has become
rock hard, with its nutrients depleted.

God is trying to get the world’s
attention! He is a loving, merciful
God, who wants us to enjoy the good
things of life. But He also demands
that humanity obey Him—He will not
continue to bless nations that refuse to
follow His laws.

Only God Almighty is able to bless
nations with rain at the right time of
the growing season, and stop damaging
weather patterns: “Then I will give you
rain in due season, and the land shall
yield her increase, and the trees of the
field shall yield their fruit” (Lev. 26:4).

Man alone cannot completely
understand the weather—nor can he
stop erratic patterns. It is only by obey-
ing God that he can understand them,
and be protected from them.

To learn more about what is proph-
esied about weather patterns, and what
it means for you, read our comprehen-
sive report “What’s Wrong with the
Weather?” O
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Sex —Right

Purpose in

The real meani g béhiind marriage and sex is beypnd the
nds 0f human ima'gi‘n\atidh.__ A

HE WORLD has been ignorant

of the true purposes of sex.

The result has been untold
pain and suffering for the masses!
This near epidemic of misery is
measured in disease, new kinds
of perversion, unwanted pregnan-
cies, often yielding abortions, il-
legitimate children or unwanted
children in marriage, skyrocket-
ing divorce rates, which in turn
produce corresponding numbers
of jumbled families, bankrupt-
cies, court battles and even crime.
Tragedy,  unhappiness  and
confusion about sex and marriage
have afflicted every nation of the
world for thousands of years, and
people have not known where to turn
for the answers—the solutions—to

so many ill effects.

But what has not been known is
that there is a vital missing dimension
to marriage and sex.

The world is now drenched—in
fact, drowning—in a deluge of sex,
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BY DAVID C. PACK

with much or most of it having no con-
nection to any real meaning or right
purpose. More than ever in history, all
mankind is awash in every conceivable
sexual pleasure, fantasy, perversion
and pursuit—in or out of marriage, and
with fewer people any longer making a
distinction between the two.

Most have no idea there even
is a purpose for human existence.
Believing himself to be merely the
highest of the animals in an evolution-
ary chain, man has remained in the
dark, completely unable to see a rea-
son for sex, or for human beings exist-
ing as men and women. Yet there is an
awesome purpose for humanity col-
lectively—and you personally!—and,
when fully understood, it is insepa-
rable from the purposes of sex and the
marriage institution.

Man was created after the God
kind—in His image and likeness.
Notice: “And God said, Let Us make
man in Our image, after Our like-
ness.” The account continues: “male
and female created He them. And God
blessed them” (Gen. 1:26, 28).

This passage makes God the
AUTHOR of sex, and the sole author-

S

ity on it. Sex is a product of God’s
design and creative forethought, and
is not, as some religionists think,
a mischievous stunt in which the
devil somehow “marred” God’s other-
wise perfect Creation. Just as He had
done with every other aspect of His
Creation, God concluded that male
and female—including sex!—were
“very good.”

We offer a book unlike any other
about this subject. Titled Sex — Its
Unknown Dimension, it is filled with
information about:

B Why sex is necessary

B Important differences between
humans and animals

B The amazing male and female
biology and function

B Sex in marriage as God intended

B The wedding night

W How to teach children and teens
about sex

W Exactly what is the unknown
dimension in sex

B And much, much more!

To learn about the true meaning of
sex, watch The World to Come broad-
cast “Sex — Right Purpose in a Wrong
World!” at www.worldtocome.org. O
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The Truth About

SMOKING

= |

Does the Bible condemn smoking or any use of tobacco products? Since God
does not specifically command, “Thou shall not smoke or chew tobacco,” many
conclude that it 1s not a sin. Yet research has proven that it is harmful to one’s
health. What does the Bible say about this?

N RECENT YEARS, controversy

has raged over the negative

effects of tobacco use, espe-
cially cigarette smoking. Most are
familiar with a court ruling some
years ago that resulted in big to-
bacco companies having to pay
billions of dollars in damages.
This money went into a fund ben-
efitting smokers who have been
diagnosed with lung cancer. Fur-
ther lawsuits followed.

This would have been a fair and
just ruling, if the risks associated
with cigarette smoking had not been
public knowledge for decades. The
plaintiffs knew they were subjecting
their bodies to something harmful and
potentially fatal. However, only when
offered the opportunity to capitalize
on the results of their irresponsible
actions were they motivated to even

appear to take a stand.

The problem is not only the blatant
hypocrisy of the plaintiffs, but also
the tobacco industry’s avoidance of
harsh realities. These very profitable
companies maintain a “smoke screen”
of politically correct, user-friendly ad
campaigns supporting this or that noble
cause, as if to say, “Hey, we’re not the
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bad guys. Look what we’re contributing
to disaster relief efforts, environmental
protection, and disease research.”

Tobacco companies naturally want
to draw attention away from the plain
facts about cigarette smoking. And,
since the whole point is to polish their
image, the accuracy and sincerity of
such ad campaigns is questionable. If
their image is shiny enough, tobacco
companies know that most people will
not look beyond it and examine the
facts.

Here are a few:

W “Industry scientific reports
exposed through litigation show that
as early as 1953, the cigarette indus-
try’s researchers were of the opin-
ion that ‘studies of clinical data tend
to confirm the relationship between
heavy and prolonged tobacco smok-
ing and incidence of cancer of the
lung’” (It’s Legal But It Ain't Right:
Harmful Social Consequences of Legal
Industries).

B “Scientists have discovered
that ammonia lets you absorb more
nicotine—keeping you hooked on
smoking” (Breast Cancer: Cause—
Prevention—Cure).

B “Additives are used to make ciga-
rettes that provide high levels of ‘free’
nicotine which increases the addic-
tive ‘kick’ of the nicotine. Ammonium
compounds can fulfill this role by rais-

ing the alkalinity of smoke” (“Tobacco
Additives / Cigarette Engineering and
Nicotine Addiction”).

B “Additives are used to enhance
the taste of tobacco smoke, to make
the product more desirable to consum-
ers. Alth